
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

May 10, 2023 at 5:30 PM 
Dallas City Hall, 6ES Council Briefing Room and Videoconference (Webex) 

Videoconference Link: https://bit.ly/EVCMAY 
Telephone: +1-469-210-7159 United States Toll (Dallas) 

+1-408-418-9388 United States Toll
Access Code: 2499 764 1846

The City of Dallas will make Reasonable 
Accommodations/Modifications to programs and/or 
other related activities to ensure any and all residents 
have access to services and resources to ensure an 
equitable and inclusive meeting. Anyone requiring 
auxiliary aid, service, and/or translation to fully 
participate in the meeting should notify the Office of 
Environmental Quality & Sustainability by calling 
(214) 671-8522 three (3) business days prior to the
scheduled meeting. A video stream of the meeting will
be available twenty-four (24) hours after adjournment
by visiting https://dallastx.new.swagit.com/views/113.

Individuals and interested parties wishing to speak 
must register with the Office of Environmental Quality 
& Sustainability by filling out this form or calling (214) 
671-8522, at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the
meeting date and time.

La Ciudad de Dallas llevará a cabo "Adaptaciones 
Razonables" a los programas y/o otras actividades 
relacionadas para garantizar que todos y cada uno de 
los residentes tengan acceso a los servicios y 
recursos para garantizar una reunión equitativa e 
inclusiva. Cualquier persona que necesite ayuda 
auxiliar, servicio y/o traducción para participar de 
forma plena en la reunión, debe notificar a la Oficina 
de Calidad Ambiental y Sustentabilidad llamando al 
(214) 671-8522 o TTY (800) 735-2989, cuarenta y
ocho (48) horas antes de la reunión programada. Una
transmisión de video de la reunión estará disponible
dos días hábiles luego del levantamiento de la
reunion visitando
https://dallastx.new.swagit.com/views/113.

Las personas y las partes interesadas que deseen 
hacer uso de la palabra deben registrarse con la 
Oficina de Calidad Ambiental y Sustentabilidad aquí 
o llamando al (214) 671-8522, veinticuatro (24) horas
antes de la fecha y horario de la reunion.
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AGENDA 

 

I. Call to Order 
 

II. Announcements  
 

III. Public Speakers 
 

IV. Approval of Minutes                                                              
 
a. April 12, 2023 
 

V. Briefing Item 
  
a. Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability Stormwater Team 

Overview  
[Kevin Hurley, Superintendent, Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability] 
Attachment: Presentation 
 

VI. Briefing Memorandum 
 
a. Government Affairs Update 

[Lillian Mauldin, Senior Governmental Affairs Coordinator, Office of Government      
Affairs] 
Attachment: Memo 
  

VII. Discussion Items 
 

a. Environmental Health Committee Vaping Policy Recommendations 
Attachment: Memo 
 

b. Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability Recommendations for 
Appointment of Members to the Technical Panel 
Attachment: Memo 
 

c. Strategic Partnerships & Innovation Subcommittee Recommendations on 
Performance Specifications for 2024 Bond Program 
Attachment: Memo 
 

VIII. Voting Item 
 
a. Consideration of approval of Strategic Partnerships & Innovation 

Subcommittee Recommendations on Performance Specifications for 2024 
Bond Program 
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IX. Discussion Items 
 

a. Monthly Subcommittee Updates 
 

i. Environmental Health 
ii. Environmental Justice 
iii. Implementation 
iv. Outreach & Engagement 
v. Strategic Partnerships & Innovation 

 
b. Monthly District Updates from Commissioners 

 
c. Upcoming Meetings 

 
i. Environment & Sustainability Council Committee  

Tuesday, June 6, 2023, 9:00AM – 11:00AM 
 

ii. Environmental Commission 
Wednesday, June 14, 2023, 5:30PM – 7:30PM 
 

X. Adjournment 
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Handgun Prohibition Notice for Meetings of Governmental Entities 
"Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with a concealed handgun), a person licensed 
under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this property with a 
concealed handgun." 
"De acuerdo con la sección 30.06 del código penal (ingreso sin autorización de un titular de una licencia con una 
pistol oculta), una persona con licencia según el subcapítulo h, capítulo 411, código del gobierno (ley sobre 
licencias para portar pistolas), no puede ingresar a esta propiedad con una pistola oculta." 
"Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with an openly carried handgun), a person 
licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this property 
with a handgun that is carried openly." 
"De acuerdo con la sección 30.07 del código penal (ingreso sin autorización de un titular de una licencia con una 
pistola a la vista), una persona con licencia según el subcapítulo h, capítulo 411, código del gobierno (ley sobre 
licencias para portar pistolas), no puede ingresar a esta propiedad con una pistola a la vista." 
"Pursuant to Section 46.03, Penal Code (places weapons prohibited), a person may not carry a firearm or other 
weapon into any open meeting on this property." 
"De conformidad con la Sección 46.03, Código Penal (coloca armas prohibidas), una persona no puede llevar un 
arma de fuego u otra arma a ninguna reunión abierta en esta propriedad." 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION NOTICE 
A closed executive session may be held if the discussion of any of the above agenda items concerns one of the 
following: 

1. seeking the advice of its attorney about pending or contemplated litigation, settlement offers, or any matter in 
which the duty of the attorney to the City Council under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct 
of the State Bar of Texas clearly conflicts with the Texas Open Meetings Act. [Tex. Govt. Code §551.071] 

2. deliberating the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property if deliberation in an open meeting would 
have a detrimental effect on the position of the city in negotiations with a third person. [Tex. Govt. Code 
§551.072] 

3. deliberating a negotiated contract for a prospective gift or donation to the city if deliberation in an open meeting 
would have a detrimental effect on the position of the city in negotiations with a third person. [Tex. Govt. Code 
§551.073] 

4. deliberating the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public 
officer or employee; or to hear a complaint or charge against an officer or employee unless the officer or 
employee who is the subject of the deliberation or hearing requests a public hearing. [Tex. Govt. Code 
§551.074] 

5. deliberating the deployment, or specific occasions for implementation, of security personnel or devices. [Tex. 
Govt. Code §551.076] 

6. discussing or deliberating commercial or financial information that the city has received from a business 
prospect that the city seeks to have locate, stay or expand in or near the city and with which the city is conducting 
economic development negotiations; or deliberating the offer of a financial or other incentive to a business 
prospect. [Tex Govt . Code §551.087] 

7. deliberating security assessments or deployments relating to information resources technology, network 
security information, or the deployment or specific occasions for implementations of security personnel, critical 
infrastructure, or security devices. [Tex Govt. Code §551.089] 
 



Environmental Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
April 12, 2023 

 
AGENDA 
LOCATION: City Hall 6ES & Webex 

 

CHAIR KATHRYN BAZAN PRESIDING 

 
PRESENT: [11]  

*Mark Wootton, District 2 Kathryn Bazan, District 9 

Candace Thompson, District 4 *Colleen Murray, District 11 

Esther Villarreal, District 6 Barry Lachman, District 12 

Temeckia Derrough, District 7 *Charlie Dankert, District 13 

Renee Roberson, District 8 Paula Day, District 14 

 

ABSENT: [2] 

Philip Hiatt Haigh, District 1 

Julie Hiromoto, District 15 

 
*Note: Members of the Environmental Commission participated in this meeting by video conference.  
**Note: Indicates arrival time after meeting called to order/reconvened  
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:36PM with a quorum of the Environmental Commission 

present. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Chair Bazan provided opening announcements. 

 

PUBLIC SPEAKERS 

 

Speaker: Stephen Sturdivant 

Topic: Sustainable Food Management 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dallastxgov-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/erin_diehl_dallascityhall_com/EU73qf1nzc1Mi8Q217KPbGwBPXONnmkMk31aOg1i390oSg?e=RKhrzD
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Vice Chair Villarreal moved to adopt the March 8, 2023 Environmental Commission meeting 

minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Thompson and unanimously 

adopted. 

 

BRIEFING ITEMS 

 

I) City of Dallas Regulatory Air Quality Programs 

[Paul White II, Superintendent, Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability] 
Attachment: Presentation 

a) The speaker briefed the Commission on an overview of the City’s regulatory Air Compliance 

and Air Monitoring programs. 

b) Questions/Comments 

i) Commissioner Lachman 

(1) What percentage of complaints are successfully closed (and define closure)? 

(a) Can pull this number. We provide residents with a log sheet to further 

supplement the complaint details and investigation. 

ii) Vice Chair Villarreal 

(1) Do Dallas’s air monitoring efforts solely rely on TCEQ grants? 

(a) We rely on TCEQ grants for the Regional Air Monitoring Program (but not the 

neighborhood-level efforts). 

(2) Are there requirements for scrubbers/filters to be used to reduce emissions on Title 

V facilities? 

(a) This is a site-specific, case-by-case scenario. 

(3) What is the air pollution registration fee? Can it be an enforcement mechanism? 

(a) Not an enforcement mechanism. Refer to Dallas City Code 5A-8. 

iii) Michael Martin 

(1) Are facilities continually paying this fee or do they implement more 

controls/improve their emissions so they don’t have to pay it repeatedly? 

(a) This doesn’t typically happen. 

(2) Let’s look at how to incentivize facilities to choose to improve their operations 

rather than paying this fee. 

(3) Do we need more monitors? 

(a) Would like to have more.  

iv) Commissioner Derrough 

(1) Regarding the map of air monitors on slide 10, are they located near neighborhoods 

or near commercial sites? 

(a) Some are near neighborhoods (i.e. Bonton area). 

v) Commissioner Roberson 

(1) What is the range on these monitors? 

https://dallastxgov-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/erin_diehl_dallascityhall_com/EeiR33BpLgdAv98eXHLapGYBqsdKaNih6_tqIpyV_l70zw?e=9lzh4P
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/dallas/latest/dallas_tx/0-0-0-101148
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(a) Depends on many factors. 

(2) There is a proposed batch plant in District 8. Is there a monitor near that area that 

can pick up the air quality? 

(a) The Bonton monitor would have a range that could reach this area. Keep in mind 

these are regional monitors (different from the neighborhood-level monitors). 

(3) How many monitors are in District 8?  

(a) No regulatory monitors, though there are neighborhood-level monitors. 

vi) Commissioner Wallace 

(1) On slide 10, please clarify the key related to the pollutants each monitor measures. 

(a) We follow the EPA monitor network plan, which determines which pollutants 

we monitor for.  

vii) Haddijatou Bayo 

(1) Since the TCEQ develops the scope for these programs, does OEQS have a say in 

development of the scope and is there provision for OEQS to modify the scope if any 

issues come up after the program starts? 

(a) We do have input. For example, we are now inspecting batch plants, which 

weren’t originally a part of the scope.  

(2) If the City has more stringent air quality requirements than the State, which one 

would OEQS adhere to? 

(a) City must defer to the State. 

viii) Commissioner Dankert 

(1) Regarding sites inspected, how many represent the percentage of the overall 

number of permitted facilities that should be inspected annually? 

(a) We inspect all Title V facilities annually. 

(2) How many are out of compliance and is this reported? 

(a) This is available on TCEQ’s website: 

(i) Commissioners' Integrated Database - Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality - www.tceq.texas.gov 

(ii) Site specific information (type in customer name): Central Registry - Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality - www.tceq.texas.gov 

(3) Elaborate on process when a site fails inspection? 

(a) When a facility is non-compliant, an alleged violation is issued. Depending on 

type and severity, a timeline will be provided on when they need to come back 

into compliance.  

(4) Available list of facilities that are still out of compliance? 

(a) Refer to above sites (facility-specific information). 

ix) David Marquis 

(1) There are few monitors in Southern Dallas. Does your division need more funds? We 

need to see more progress. 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/decisions/cc/cc_db.html
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/decisions/cc/cc_db.html
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/central_registry
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/central_registry
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(a) We would need to go back to TCEQ for more grant funding. We are discussing 

with TCEQ areas with environmental justice concerns related to air quality and 

potential need for more monitors. 

(b) Would need funding for staff as well (difficult to find staff to maintain the 

monitors). 

x) Dr. Afolabi 

(1) What action is going to be taken once we get data from the neighborhood-level 

monitors (besides notifying the community)? 

(a) We look at the data from the neighborhood level monitors to inform regulatory 

monitoring strategies and efforts. 

xi) Vice Chair Villarreal 

(1) How many neighborhood-level monitors did we purchase and how many do we have 

left to install? 

(a) Kevin Overton is over this program and can provide this information. 

xii) Chair Bazan 

(1) Is it correct that OEQS modified the plan with TCEQ to include investigations of 

batch plants, in addition to Title V facilities? 

(a) No. We have the ability to modify the work plan/scope. We are inspecting as 

many batch plants as possible, however they won’t all receive an annual 

inspection. 

(2) Are there any other industries that may have a similar negative impact as batch 

plants and Title V facilities? 

(a) Should run a data analysis on this. 

(3) Is there way we can modify the work plan to better address complaints? Please bring 

this back to the commission. 

xiii) Rita Beving 

(1) Can we ask for more funding from TCEQ? 

(a) We are within budget, as far as inspections are concerned. There’s the 

opportunity to ask for more, which we do. 

 

II) Odor Investigation Procedures 

[Joseph Vu, Manager – Air Compliance Program, Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability] 
Attachment: Presentation 

a) The speaker briefed the commission on procedures related to odor investigations in 

response to odor nuisance complaints from residents. 

b) Questions/Comments 

i) Vice Chair Villarreal 

(1) How are you working with GAF to stop or lessen generation of nuisance odors? 

(a) None of the odors in/around this facility met the criteria for a nuisance odor 

condition. 

https://dallastxgov-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/erin_diehl_dallascityhall_com/Eb6yFsOGDolCrR84AFMryAwB6KOa1B6uKFMXkgo5c6Jq7A?e=l345W0
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(2) How does one substantiate that an odor nuisance interferes with 

welfare/enjoyment of property? 

(a) This is determined by TCEQ. 

(3) What if the complainant has different health conditions as the inspector? 

(a) This is where the written statement comes in, as well as the note from their 

healthcare professional. 

(4) Would like to see efforts to improve TCEQ’s processes on this. 

ii) Commissioner Derrough 

(1) Regarding the odor log, do residents turn that in to the City or TCEQ? Do residents 

have to know how to measure upwind/downwind? If so, this is a barrier. 

(a) Send the log to the City. 

(b) We can educate residents on how to fill out the log. 

iii) Rita Beving 

(1) OEQS should go out to communities affected by industry and educate on the odor 

log, complaint processes, and the City’s scope related to TCEQ. 

iv) Commissioner Wootton 

(1) Are there tools that investigators can use to measure odors? 

(a) Inspectors go out to inspect and smell to detect odors. 

(2) Is there any technology to do this? 

(a) Not that we are aware of. 

v) Commissioner Thompson 

(1) Can we overlay a map with health impacts and air quality data? 

(a) We can pass this along, as we’re working on a city-level EJSCREEN tool. 

vi) Commissioner Day 

(1) Are any delays in response time due to staff shortages or efforts to find similar 

conditions to what the complainant reported? 

(a) A combination of both. Mimicking similar conditions is difficult. 

(2) Is there any data mining you can do to see what complaints have been resolved and 

the satisfaction of the complainant? Do you track any trends? 

(a) We can use 311 data. Some data we may need would go deeper than this. 

vii) Commissioner Roberson 

(1) There is a lot of subjectivity in this – we need to eliminate this subjectivity. 

(2) Do you have staff that go out after-hours? 

(a) Yes, however we don’t have an emergency response team. 

(3) A lot of this puts responsibility and burden on residents. Is it always necessary to 

have the odor log? 

(a) The investigator has their own report as well. We follow TCEQ protocol. 

viii) Dr. Afolabi 

(1) For the doctors’ note, what does the resident need, specifically? This is a challenge. 

Having a template would be helpful. 

(2) Do we have the logs in Spanish too? 
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(a) Unsure. We’ll take this back. 

ix) Michael Martin 

(1) Were there penalties and monetary fines last FY and does the City or the State get 

this money? The City should receive the money. 

(a) We don’t have this data but can look into it. The State gets this money. 

x) Chair Bazan 

(1) Regarding slide 12, is this part of the Texas Administrative Code Title 30, the Clean 

Air Act, or is it a TCEQ enforcement policy? 

(a) This is a policy that is part of the grant agreement with TCEQ. It is criteria that 

TCEQ asks us to follow. 

(2) Is it correct that even in the absence of a complaint, you still have the ability to issue 

a violation based on your findings using the FIDO chart? 

(a) Correct. 

(3) This is very subjective. There have been 55 complaints since 2021 on GAF. How 

many have been substantiated? 

(a) None. 

(4) How many different investigators have responded? 

(a) Different investigators each time. 

(5) It is crucial for any community that experiences a volume of complaints at this level, 

that we sit down with them and go through what a successful odor nuisance violation 

looks like. Need to educate the community.  

xi) Commissioner Wootton 

(1) Found an NIH article related to odor detection and technology that can do this. Is 

this something you can look into? 

(a) The technology would have to be approved by TCEQ. We can have this 

conversation. 

xii) Alan Hoffmann 

(1) What is the exact amount of funding you receive from TCEQ?  

(a) Grant amount is $505,000/yr for the Air Compliance Program. 

(2) Can we conduct our own monitoring efforts independently from rules of TCEQ? 

(a) This is essentially the neighborhood-level air monitoring program. 

(3) We can’t look at this myopically through blinders from TCEQ.  

xiii) Chair Bazan 

(1) The City recently installed air monitors near the GAF facility. Two are up and one 

will go up soon. There are other contaminates that could create these odors that 

these monitors can’t pick up. 

xiv) Vice Chair Villarreal 

(1) Who can we contact at TCEQ to express our concerns/disappointment? 

(a) Can begin with Region Director.  

xv) Commissioner Lachman 



ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
April 12, 2023 

7 
 

(1) Found an article related to measuring odor (linked here). Should view TCEQ as an 

ally to be recruited, rather than a barrier. 

 

BRIEFING MEMORANDUMS 

I) Government Affairs Update 

[Lillian Mauldin, Senior Government Affairs Coordinator, Office of Government Affairs] 
Attachment: Memo 

a) The speaker briefed the commission on a summary of the City’s legislative priorities related 

to environment and sustainability, as well as a list of relevant filed bills. 

b) Questions/Comments 

i) Rita Beving 

(1) Critical bills to oppose 

(a) HB 2127 / SB 814 

(b) SB 784 / HB 2211 

(c) SB 1017 / HB 2374 

(d) SB 1114 / HB 3856 

(e) HB 2374 

(f) SB 6 

(g) SB 175 

ii) Michael Martin 

(1) What legislators locally can we get behind who will support our efforts? Should we 

consider a resolution to encourage urgent action on this? 

(a) All of the DFW delegation needs to hear from us.  

(b) We should start by understanding where we are, who has testified, and has the 

legislative chair been fully aware of our issues.  

(c) Contact Rita Beving if you would like to be on legislative calls every Thursday. 

(d) Each of us should call/write our legislators.  

iii) Commissioner Lachman 

(1) This is a great threat to democracy. 

 

II) Lane Plating Update 

[Carlos Evans, Director, Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability] 
Attachment: Memo 

a) The speaker briefed the commission on an update related to the status of remediation of the 

Lane Plating Site. 

b) Questions/Comments 

i) Commissioner Derrough 

(1) How do we work to close the nearby baseball field where soil was reported to 

contain contaminants? 

ii) Commissioner Roberson 

https://mdpi-res.com/d_attachment/atmosphere/atmosphere-11-00092/article_deploy/atmosphere-11-00092.pdf?version=1578907778
https://dallastxgov-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/erin_diehl_dallascityhall_com/EeGOO8TAh9FBkn2zWvajg40BG42e23Hig0q5_KHTMDs9xA?e=DhcHxB
https://dallastxgov-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/erin_diehl_dallascityhall_com/EXoc4kaJNHZJmIieI4wsIdwBNUXnj7zkaAaBJc1gzOEYag?e=oVDgdu
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(1) The baseball field is pretty far from Lane Plating. We were led to believe that these 

chemicals were confined to the property, but it seems it has spread.  

iii) Chair Bazan 

(1) Need to further evaluate if the levels of these contaminants are actionable.  

(a) OEQS is working closely with the EPA.  

(2) Let’s follow up to see if additional sampling is necessary. 

iv) Michael Martin 

(1) What “appropriate landfill” is material being taken to? 

(a) This site is to be determined. We can follow up with EPA to see if they’ve 

identified a site. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

I)    Texas Star Ready Mix, LLC Batch Plant Permit Application 

a) Chair Bazan and Commissioners Derrough and Roberson discussed details of the batch 

plant permit application for Texas Star Ready Mix, LLC. 

b) TCEQ is considering a revision to its Concrete Batch Plant Standard Permit (notice here) 

c) Zoning Code revisions on concrete batch plants are going to the Zoning Ordinance Advisory 

Committee. The EVC should share comments about this process with them. 

d) Designate this as an undesirable land use on the ForwardDallas map here. 

 

II) Monthly Subcommittee Updates 

a) The Environmental Health, Environmental Justice, Implementation, Outreach & 

Engagement, and Strategic Partnerships & Innovation Committees provided monthly 

updates. 

 

III) Monthly District Updates from Commissioners 

Attachment: Outreach & Engagement Form 

a) The Commission provided updates on events and meetings they’ve attended in their 

districts. 

 

IV) Upcoming Meetings 

a) Environment & Sustainability Council Committee: Monday, May 1, 2023, 9AM – 11AM 

b) Environmental Commission: Wednesday, May 10, 2023, 5:30PM – 7:30PM 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

After all business of the Environmental Commission had been considered, Commissioner Lachman 

moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Vice Chair Villarreal and unanimously 

accepted. The Environmental Commission meeting was adjourned at 8:41PM 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTCEQ/bulletins/354f377
https://dallascityhall.mysocialpinpoint.com/forwarddallas/mapping#/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nnA1KQzBCUijAoUtNp-HALU8AWKSM8lDvcMwDHYHVZ1UNzZBWkQ0SUZPVlBYWktUSVdKNUpSMlhLNS4u
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____________________________      ______________________ 

Drafted by:                       Date 

Erin Diehl, Board Coordinator 

Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________      ______________________ 

Approved by:                       Date 

Kathryn Bazan, Chair 

Environmental Commission 
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OEQS – Stormwater

Environmental Commission
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Kevin Hurley, Superintendent (Env. Quality)
Office of Environmental Quality and 

Sustainability
City of Dallas
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• Background
• OEQS Stormwater 
(SWM) services

• Coordination with 
other City groups and 
external agencies

Photo by Roland Castañeda
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• Connecting with YOU
• If Dallas Residents See 
Something…

• Summary

Photo by Roland Castañeda



Background

4

• As rain washes 
across the urban 
environment, 
untreated 
stormwater goes 
directly to local 
water bodies….



Background
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• And, via the Trinity, 
ends up in the Gulf 
of Mexico

• Impacts flood 
safety, quality of life 
and property, 
drinking water 
quality, biodiversity, 
etc. 
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• TCEQ Permit 
WQ0004396000

• Dallas City Code 
section 19-118

• Dallas City Code 
section 2-167

• Ordinance 25517



OEQS Stormwater Services
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• 38 employees
• 5 teams

• Compliance East/West
• Compliance Education
• Incident Response and Fire Station 

Support
• City Spills Response Team
• Permit Compliance



OEQS Stormwater Services
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• Regulated construction site 
inspections

• 7000+ per fiscal year (FY)
• Regulated manufacturing 
industry site inspections

• 900+ per FY
• Compliance education 
workshops and consults

• 8+ workshops and 150+ 
consults per FY
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• Service request/Incident 
response

• 600+ per FY
• Run the Hensley Field 
Waste Yard

• Stock fire stations
• Waste pick up
• 1000 + deliveries/waste 

pick ups per FY



OEQS Stormwater Services
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• Inspect City service 
centers

• 500+ per FY
• Verification of 
cleanup of City spills

• 120+ per FY
• Permit compliance 
administration



Coordination with Other City Groups
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• Discharges/dumping
• Other City inspection 
Programs 

• City construction sites
• Unpermitted 
businesses

• Compliance 
education



Coordination with External Agencies
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• TCEQ
• EPA
• Army Corps of 
Engineers

• North Central Texas 
Council of 
Governments



Connecting with YOU
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• 311
• Business education
• City-wide and 
neighborhood events

• Budget town halls
• Wheredoesitgo.com
• Texas Stream Team



If Dallas Residents See Something
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• Call 911 if it looks like a Life and Health Safety 
emergency, such as a fire, leaking barrels, or 
drums

• Call 311 
• OEQS Stormwater service requests (SRs) are not 

accessible through the app. Using the app will 
result in an incorrect SR, delaying response



If Dallas Residents See Something
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• Keep your distance – do not investigate
• Take photos from a safe distance
• When calling 311, be sure provide contact 
info 

• We need to speak with you
• SWM does not share contact info
• SWM often on-site same day, will be there 
within 24-hours



Summary
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• OEQS - Stormwater  
• Customer service
• Compliance with our permit obligations
• Water and soil pollution prevention
• Oversight of regulated development and 

manufacturing
• Protection of City infrastructure
• Internal City services



Questions?
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OEQS - Stormwater
Environmental Commission 

May 10, 2023

Kevin Hurley, Superintendent (Env. Quality)
Office of Environmental Quality and 

Sustainability
City of Dallas
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DATE May 10, 2023 CITY OF DALLAS 

TO Honorable Chair Bazan and Members of the Environmental Commission  

SUBJECT 88th Texas Legislature – Legislation relating to Environment and Sustainability 
 

“Our Product is Service” 
Empathy | Ethics | Excellence | Engagement | Equity 

On October 26, 2022, the Dallas City Council adopted the 88th Texas Session Legislative 
Program (Resolution 22-1637). The legislative priorities include supporting legislation that 
focuses on resource sustainability, conservation, climate change, and environmental 
equity to build a more resilient city.  
 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Environmental Commission with a 
high-level overview of proposed state legislation that may have an impact on the City. 
This list includes bill updates through Thursday, April 27, 2023. Prior bill summaries that 
have been briefed to the committee via memorandum can be found here. 
 
Environment-related bills include, but are not limited to the following: 
  
H.J.R. 27 (Craddick) – Grow Texas Fund: would amend the Texas Constitution to, 
among other things: (1) create the Grow Texas Fund (Fund) within the state treasury; (2) 
authorize the legislature to appropriate money from the Fund for use in areas of the state 
from which oil and gas are produced and then only to address infrastructure needs in 
areas of the state determined by the legislature to be significantly affected by oil and gas 
production; and (3) authorize the grant of money from the Fund to state agencies and 
other political subdivisions for an authorized purpose. Committee report sent to 
calendars on April 25, 2023. 
 
H.B. 1158 (Darby) – Clean Energy Projects: would: (1) remove the requirement that an 
application for a permit for an advanced clean energy project under the Clean Air Act had 
to be received by the commission before January 1, 2020; (2) add to the list of programs 
that may be considered for a new technology implementation grant: (a) the installation of 
a system to reduce or eliminate carbon dioxide emissions; and (b) projects that utilize 
technology to capture, use, reuse, store, or sequester carbon dioxide emissions for the 
principal purpose of preventing carbon dioxide from entering the atmosphere and are 
constructed integral or adjacent to a petrochemical plant or an electric generation facility, 
including a facility powered by coal, natural gas, hydrogen, or ammonia; and (3) exempt 
from the sales tax components of tangible personal property used in connection with the 
capture, use, reuse, storage, or sequestration of carbon dioxide emissions for the 
principal purpose of preventing carbon dioxide from entering the atmosphere. Passed 
the House on April 26, 2023. 

• Companion: S.B. 2243 (Johnson)  
 
H.B. 26 (Ordaz Perez) – Medical Waste Facilities: would require applicants for a facility 
to store, process, or dispose of medical waste to provide notice of the application to state, 

https://cityofdallas.legistar.com/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1065354&GUID=5EC88BAF-8D4F-48A8-A306-9E8A01CDF855&Options=info|&Search=
https://cityofdallas.legistar.com/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1065354&GUID=5EC88BAF-8D4F-48A8-A306-9E8A01CDF855&Options=info|&Search=
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HJR0027
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HJR0027
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB01158
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB01158
http://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB2243
http://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB2243
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB26
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB26
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county, city, and tribal government officials. Passed out of House; referred to Senate 
committee on April 24, 2023. 

• Companion: S.B. 173 (Blanco)  
 
S.B. 471 (Springer) – Complaint Fees: Would impose fees on citizens who file more 
than 3 complaints before TCEQ in a calendar year, charging them a fee for filing any 
additional complaints. Voted out of committee; placed on Senate calendar on April 
27, 2023. 
 
Concrete Plant & Related Environmental Permitting Bills: 
 
H.B. 1505 (Bell) – TCEQ Sunset Bill with Concrete Considerations: would create 
additional mandates for TCEQ concrete plant permits, public meetings for permit 
applications, and electronic postings of permit applications. Creates an enforcement 
diversion program for small businesses and local governments. Heard in committee on 
March 23, 2023. 

• Companion: S.B. 1397 (Schwertner) Passed Senate and referred to House 
committee on April 21, 2023. 

  
Climate Bills: 
 
H.B. 2211 (Landgraf) – Greenhouse Gasses: would disallow cities from creating an 
ordinance that directly regulates greenhouse gas emissions. Passed committee on 
April 14, 2023. 

• Companion: S.B. 784 (Birdwell) Passed the Senate on April 11, 2023. 
 
S.B. 179 (Miles) – Emissions Permitting: would mandate TCEQ to consider the 
cumulative effects of contaminant emissions when determining whether and under which 
conditions a preconstruction permit should be renewed. Left pending in committee on 
April 26, 2023. 
 
H.B. 2374 (Landgraf) – Restricting a Fuel Source:  would disallow cities from creating 
an ordinance or regulation that limits access to an energy source. This includes a 
wholesaler, retailer, energy producer, or even a service station.  A city may not adopt an 
ordinance or regulation that restricts the use, sale, or lease of an engine based on a fuel 
source. Committee substitute issued on April 24, 2023. 

• Companion: S.B. 1017 (Birdwell) Passed the Senate on April 5, 2023, passed 
the House on April 25, 2023. 

 
S.B. 1114 (Hancock) – Restricting a Fuel Source: would disallow cities from passing 
an ordinance or regulation that restricts the use of a fuel source to aid in the reduction of 
greenhouse gases or conservation of natural resources. This includes entering into a 
contract that would directly or indirectly the use or sale of a product otherwise permitted 
by law. Passed the Senate on April 6, 2023; referred to House committee on April 
12, 2023. 

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB173
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB471
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB1505
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB1397
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB1397
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2211
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2211
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB784
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB784
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB179
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB179
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2374
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2374
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB1017
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB1017
http://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB1114
http://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB1114
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Urban Agriculture Bill + Solar / Wind (Local Control) Bills:  
  
H.B. 92 (Landgraf) – Residential Food Production: would, among other things, (1) 
prohibit a municipality and a property owners’ association from adopting or enforcing an 
ordinance or restrictive covenant that prohibits any of the following activities on a 
residence homestead property: (a) the growing of fruits and vegetables; (b) the raising or 
keeping of: (i) six or fewer domestic fowl; or (ii) six or fewer adult rabbits; or (c) installing 
for on-site use: (i) a solar or wind- powered energy device; (ii) an underground shelter; 
(iii) rain barrels or a rainwater harvesting system; or (iv) a standby electric generator; (2) 
allow a municipality and a property owners’ association to impose: (a) reasonable 
regulations on the growing of fruits and vegetables on a residence homestead that do not 
have the effect of prohibiting growing those plants, including a requirement that the 
growing area be maintained in good condition if visible from the street or adjoining 
property and for the trimming or removal of a tree for the maintenance of a utility 
easement; and (b) reasonable regulations on the raising and keeping of rabbits and fowl 
on a residence homestead to control odor, noise, safety, or sanitary conditions that do 
not have the effect of prohibiting the raising or keeping of these animals, including: (i) 
limitations on the number of animals that is more than the minimum number allowed by 
this law or a total combined number of eight fowl and rabbits; (ii) a prohibition on raising 
or keeping of a rooster; (iii) defining the minimum distance between an animal shelter and 
a residential structure; (iv) requiring fencing or shelter sufficient to contain the animals; 
(v) defining the minimum requirements for combined housing and outdoor space as 
provided by this law; (vi) adopting requirements to address sanitary conditions to prevent 
offensive odors or pests; or (vii) requiring that the animals be kept in the side or rear yard; 
and (3) provide that an adopted ordinance or restrictive covenant that violates this law is 
void. Enabling legislation for HJR 9.  Passed the House on April 18, 2023, referred to 
Senate committee on April 20, 2023. 
 
H.B. 692 (Rogers) – Land Applications: would mandate the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality to issue an authorization by rule for land application of dairy waste 
and to allow the disposal of dairy waste from a concentrated animal feeding operation 
into a control or retention facility. Passed House committee on April 14, 2023; placed 
on House calendar on April 28, 2023. 

• Companion: S.B. 872 (Springer) Left pending in committee on April 13, 2023.  
 
Wildland-Urban Interface Bills:  
  
H.B. 260 (Murr) – Appraisal of Open Space Land: would require the chief appraiser to 
take into consideration the effect that the presence of a disease or pest, or the designation 
of an area as a wildlife or livestock disease or pest area, has on the net income from the 
land when calculating net to land of open-space land located in or adjacent to an area 
designated as a wildlife or livestock disease or pest area. Passed out of the House on 
April 14, 2023; referred to Senate committee on April 19, 2023. 
 
 

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00092
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB692
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB692
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB872
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB872
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB260
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB260
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Waste: 
  
H.B. 1503 (M. Gonzalez) – Scrap Tires:  would create a scrap tire remediation grant 
program for the elimination of unsightly scrap tires for both inland and along coastal areas 
and public rights-of-ways. Passed out of committee on April 19, 2023; placed on 
House calendars on April 28, 2023. 
 
Disaster Related Bills: 
 
H.B. 558 (Raymond) – Executive Orders: would provide that an executive order, 
proclamation, or regulation issued by the governor during a declared state of disaster that 
restricts the operation of or the hours of operation for a business that sells alcoholic 
beverages may not include a federal tax-exempt organization that benefits veterans of 
the United States armed forces. Passed out of House committee and sent to House 
calendars on April 25, 2023. 
  
H.B. 911 (Harrison) – Disaster Orders: would, among other things, provide that: (1) a 
state or local official may issue recommendations and nonbinding guidelines to assist with 
a state of disaster and may coordinate public and private resources to prevent or respond 
to the disaster; (2) notwithstanding any other law, an order issued by the governor or a 
state or local official that regulates or infringes on the rights of any private person must 
be: (a) narrowly tailored to serve a compelling public health or safety purpose; and (b) 
limited in duration, applicability, and scope to reduce any infringement on individual 
liberty; (3) district and appellate courts have jurisdiction to hear cases challenging a state 
or local disaster order and shall expedite hearings for the cases; (4) a court may invalidate 
or enjoin a disaster order or the application of a disaster order that is not narrowly tailored 
to serve a compelling public health or safety purpose because of the order’s inequality in 
application to or impact on groups, situations, or circumstances; (5) only the governor 
may issue an order that infringes on a protected constitutional right in a non-trivial manner, 
including but not limited to: (a) the rights to travel, work, assemble, and speak; (b) the 
freedom of religious exercise; (c) the right to contract without state interference; (d) 
property rights; (e) the freedom from unreasonable searches and seizures; and (f) the 
freedom to purchase lawfully acquired firearms and ammunition; (6) an order in (5), 
above, expires on the 30th day after the date the governor issues the order unless the 
governor or legislature terminates the order on an earlier date or the legislature extends 
the order on or before the expiration date; and (7) the governor may only suspend state 
agency orders and rules (not statutory requirements) during a state of disaster. 
  
H.B. 1023 (Harrison) – Disaster Declarations: would provide that during a federally 
declared public health emergency, a clinical laboratory is considered a state agency for 
purposes of regulation by the United States Food and Drug Administration when the 
laboratory is performing a laboratory developed test on a pathogen or agent that is the 
basis for the emergency declaration. 
H.B. 1078 (Martinez) – Disaster Identification System: would, among other things, 
provide that: (1) the Texas Division of Emergency Management may include in its state 
emergency plan provisions for the use of a disaster identification system; (2) in an area 

http://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB1503
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00558
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00558
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00911
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00911
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB01023
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB01023
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB01078
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB01078
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subject to a state of disaster declaration, a person may elect to participate in a disaster 
identification system activated for that area; (3) the disaster identification system shall 
authorize the use of a device that is capable of displaying a flashing light and continuous 
light in either the color white or the colors blue, green, red, and yellow to communicate 
with disaster relief personnel; and (4) an executive order or proclamation declaring a state 
of disaster activates for the area subject to the declaration the disaster identification 
system described above. Left pending in committee on April 25, 2023. 
 
Power/Electrical Grid Bills: 
  
H.B. 2502 (Reynolds) – Energy Efficiency: would allow for the creation of a fund 
administered by SECO to issue loans for energy audits, upgrades or retrofits, etc. for 
commercial and residential buildings to make them more energy efficient. Left pending 
in committee on April 13, 2023. 
 
H.B. 2263 (Darby) – Energy Conservation: would give the Texas Railroad Commission 
exclusive jurisdiction over any energy conservation program and would disallow 
preventing a customer from participating in such a program based on the type of energy 
used. Passed House committee on April 24, 2023. 

• Companion: S.B. 1050 (Hughes) Passed the Senate on April 26, 2023. 
 
S.B. 114 (Menendez) – Electricity: would, among other things: (1) provide that a retail 
electric customer is entitled to: (a) participate in demand response programs through retail 
electric providers and demand response providers; and (b) receive notice from the retail 
electric provider that serves the customer: (i) when the independent organization for the 
ERCOT power region issues an emergency energy alert about low operating reserves to 
providers of generation in the power region; or (ii) of planned outages and the length of 
time the outages are expected to last; and (2) require the Public Utility Commission  to 
adopt rules that require each retail electric provider in the ERCOT power region to create 
a residential demand response program to reduce the average total residential load by at 
least: (a) one percent of peak summer and winter demand by December 31, 2024; (b) 
two percent of peak summer and winter demand by December 31, 2025; (c) three percent 
of peak summer and winter demand by December 31, 2026; and (d) five percent of peak 
summer and winter demand by December 31, 2027. Vote taken in committee on April 
25, 2023. 
 
S.B. 330 (Hall) – Electric Grid Resilience: would, among other things: (1) prohibit a city 
from enacting or enforcing an ordinance or other measure that bans, limits, or otherwise 
regulates inside the boundaries of the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the city a micro-grid 
that is certified by the Texas Grid Security Commission; and (2) require the Texas Grid 
Security Commission to establish resilience standards for cities. Passed the Senate on 
April 25, 2023. 

• Companion: H.B. 1412 (Schaefer) 
  
 

http://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2502
http://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2502
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2263
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2263
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB1050
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB1050
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB00114
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB00114
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB00330
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB00330
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB1412
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB1412
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Transportation & EV-Related Bills:  
  
H.B. 2214 (Johnson) – Electric Vehicle Funding: would increase funds allocated from 
the Texas Emissions Reduction Plan for battery storage related to renewables and clean 
fleets while decreasing the allocation of funds toward natural gas vehicles. Left pending 
in committee on March 30, 2023. 
 
H.B. 108 (Cortez) – Classroom Teachers Park Free: would: (1) require the Texas 
Department of Transportation to issue specialty license plates to: (a) classroom teachers 
with at least 15 years of service teaching public school students; and (b) retired classroom 
teachers with at least 20 years of service teaching public school students; and (2) prohibit 
a governmental authority from collecting a parking fee through a parking meter for a 
vehicle displaying these licensees. Passed House committee and sent to calendars 
on April 25, 2023. 
  
H.B. 167 (Cortez) – Red Light Cameras: would provide that photographic traffic signal 
enforcement contracts, including those executed before May 17, 2019, are void. 

• Companion: S.B. 446 (Menendez), Left pending in committee on March 29, 
2023. 

• H.B. 177 (Cortez) 
   
H.B. 820 (King) – Additional Hybrid Vehicle Registration Fee: provides that applicants 
for registration or renewal of registration for a hybrid or electric vehicle shall pay an 
additional fee of $200 if the vehicle is an electric vehicle and $100 if the vehicle is a hybrid 
vehicle with 90% of the fees to be deposited into the state highway fund and 10% to be 
deposited into a new electric vehicle battery disposal account administered by the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality. Left pending in committee on April 5, 2023. 
  
H.B. 1156 (Rogers) – Surplus Traffic Safety Equipment: would provide, among other 
things, that the Texas Department of Transportation and Texas Department of Public 
Safety may directly donate or sell at a discounted rate surplus traffic and roadwork safety 
equipment to Texas cities. Left pending in committee on March 22, 2023. 
   
H.B. 820 (King) – Additional Hybrid Vehicle Registration Fee: provides that applicants 
for registration or renewal of registration for a hybrid or electric vehicle shall pay an 
additional fee of $200 if the vehicle is an electric vehicle and $100 if the vehicle is a hybrid 
vehicle with 90% of the fees to be deposited into the state highway fund and 10% to be 
deposited into a new electric vehicle battery disposal account administered by the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality. Left pending in committee on April 5, 2023. 
  
S.B. 1001 (Schwertner) – EV Charging Vendors:  would establish a framework for the 
licensing of EV charging and supply equipment. Voted out of the Senate on March 29, 
2023. House committee substitute reported favorably on April 24, 2023. 

• Companion: H.B. 3343 (K. King) Reported favorably without amendments 
on March 29, 2023.  

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2214
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00108
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00108
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00167
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00167
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB446
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB446
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00177
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00177
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00820
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00820
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB01156
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB01156
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00820
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00820
http://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB1001
http://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB1001
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB3343
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB3343
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Water Related Bills:  
  
H.B. 40 (Zwiener) – Property Tax Exemption: would exempt property taxes the portion 
of appraised value of a person’s property that is attributable to the installation in or on the 
property of a rainwater harvesting or graywater system. Enabling legislation for HJR 25. 
Left pending in committee on April 10, 2023. 
 
H.J.R. 25 (Zwiener) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution 
to authorize the legislature to exempt from property taxation the portion of the appraised 
value of a person’s property that is attributable to the installation in or on the property of 
a rainwater harvesting or graywater system.  Enabling legislation is HB 40. Left pending 
in committee on April 10, 2023. 
  
H.B. 640 (Julie Johnson) – Street Maintenance Sales Tax: would, among other things, 
provide that: (1) for a city in which a majority of the voters voting in each of the last two 
consecutive elections concerning the adoption or reauthorization of the street 
maintenance sales tax favored adoption or reauthorization and in which the tax has not 
expired since the first of those two consecutive elections, the city may call an election to 
reauthorize the tax for a period of eight or ten years, instead of four years; and (2) revenue 
from the street maintenance sales tax may be used to maintain and repair: (a) a city street 
or sidewalk; and (b) a city water, wastewater, or stormwater 
system located in the width of a way of a city street. Left pending in committee on 
March 27, 2023. 

• Companion: S.B. 612 (Johnson) Passed out of Senate on April 12, 2023. 
Referred to House committee on April 14, 2023. 

  
H.B. 583 (Raymond) – Drinking Water Report: would require the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality to produce an annual report on public drinking water supply 
systems in Texas and deliver the report to the legislature not later than September 1 of 
each year. Left pending in committee on April 18, 2023. 

• Companion: S.B. 382 (Zaffirini)   
  
H.B. 585 (Raymond) – Water Treatment Facilities Reporting: would: (1) require the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to create a plan to protect water 
treatment facilities from: (a) electrical outages; (b) catastrophic weather events; (c) 
terrorist attacks; (d) the projected effects of climate change; and (e) other potential 
disruptions to providing water service; and (2) require TCEQ to submit the plan to the 
governor and the legislature by September 1, 2024. Committee substitute reported 
favorably on April 19, 2023. 
 
H.B. 874 (Bowers) – Water Rights: would provide that a water right is not cancelled for 
nonuse if the nonuse resulted from an executed temporary or permanent forbearance 
agreement that: (1) promotes restoration, preservation, or enhancement of instream 
flows; (2) was entered into by the holder of the permit, certified filing, or certificate of 
adjudication; and (3) was filed with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality not 

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB40
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HJR0025
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HJR0025
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00640
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00640
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB612
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB612
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00583
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00583
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB382
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB382
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00585
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00585
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00874
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB00874
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later than the 180th day after the date the agreement was executed. Left pending in 
committee on April 18, 2023. 

• Companion: S.B. 894 (Zaffirini) 
  
S.B. 40 (Zaffirini) – Water Utilities: would require the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality to develop and implement an alert system that must include the 
ability to provide notifications through electronic instant messaging to be activated in the 
event of a boil water notice and any related information, including any recission or 
expiration of the boil water notice. 
  
S.B. 53 (Zaffirini) –Texas Water Development Board Financing: would provide that: 
(1) a political subdivision may use financial assistance from the Texas Water 
Development Board (TWDB) to pay for the installation, maintenance, operation, and 
fueling of a backup power generator for a facility of a public water supply and sanitary 
sewer system; (2) assistance under the bill shall only be provided to political subdivisions 
that demonstrate an inability to pay for the installation, maintenance, operation, and 
fueling of a backup power generator described by (1), above, in accordance with TWDB 
rules; (3) if the TWDB determines that a political subdivision to which assistance has been 
provided under (1), above, is ineligible to receive the assistance, the TWDB may seek 
reimbursement from the political subdivision; and (4) the TWDB shall adopt rules to 
implement the bill. 
  
S.B. 223 (Campbell) – Wastewater Permitting: would require the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality to hold at least one public meeting on an application for an initial 
permit for a wastewater treatment facility in the county in which the facility is proposed to 
be located. 
  
S.B. 382 (Zaffirini) – Drinking Water Report: would require the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality to produce an annual report on public drinking water supply 
systems in Texas and deliver the report to the legislature not later than September 1 of 
each year.  

• Companion: H.B. 583 (Raymond) Left pending in committee on April 18, 
2023. 

 
S.B. 469 (Springer) – Water Infrastructure: would: (1) for purposes of the Texas Water 
Assistance Program and other funding initiatives by the Texas Water Development Board 
(TWDB), define “rural political subdivision” as: (a) a nonprofit water supply or sewer 
service corporation, district, or municipality that has a service area with a population of 
10,000 or less no part of which is located in an urban area as defined by the United States 
Bureau of the Census or otherwise qualifies for funding from a federal agency; or (b) a 
county in which no urban area has a population of more than 50,000; and (2) provide that 
the TWDB may direct the comptroller to transfer amounts from the financial assistance 
account to the rural water assistance fund to provide financial assistance to rural political 
subdivisions for the purpose of providing low-interest loans for water or water-related 
projects. Passed Senate and received from the house on April 27, 2023. 

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB894
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB00040
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB00053
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB00053
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB00223
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB00223
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB00382
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB00382
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB583
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB583
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB469
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB469
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 Local Regulation of Commercial Activity: 
  
S.B. 149 (Springer) – Restricting Commercial Activity:  would disallow a city to adopt 
or enforce an ordinance that imposes a restriction, regulation, or condition on commercial 
activity. This would apply to the proposed gas-powered landscape equipment and 
concrete batch plant ordinance of Dallas and perhaps other commercial activity affected 
by climate plan measures. Left pending in committee on March 14, 2023. 
 
S.B. 814 (Creighton) – Restricting Commercial Activity:  is a preemption bill that would 
allow a taxpayer to take action against a municipality or county if adversely affected by 
an ordinance or regulation.  Specific state administrative codes applicable to this bill 
include agriculture, finance, insurance, labor, occupational, and the natural resource 
code.  A claimant is entitled to declaratory and injunctive relief plus attorney fees.  Again, 
this could apply to the gas-powered landscape ordinance of Dallas, perhaps the concrete 
ordinance, and more. Left pending in committee on March 4, 2023. 

• Companion: H.B. 2127 (Burrows) Passed House on April 19, 2023. Received 
from the Senate on April 20, 2023. 

 
S.B. 1860 (Hughes) – Relating to the adoption of a climate policy in a municipal 
charter: Would require that city climate plans be voted on by city constituents and would 
require approval by the appropriate state agency. Left pending in committee on April 
24, 2023. 

• Companion: H.B. 4930 (Craddick) Left pending in committee on April 19, 
2023. 

 
 
Should you have any questions, please contact me or Clifford Sparks, State Legislative 
Director, at Clifford.Sparks@dallas.gov. 
 
Sincerely,   
 
 
 
 
Carrie Rogers 
Director 
Office of Government Affairs 
 

c: Members of the Ad Hoc Legislative Committee 
T.C. Broadnax, City Manager 
Tammy Palomino, Interim City Attorney  
Mark Swann, City Auditor 
Bilierae Johnson, City Secretary 
Preston Robinson, Administrative Judge 
Kimberly Bizor Tolbert, Deputy City Manager 
Jon Fortune, Deputy City Manager 
 

Majed A. Al-Ghafry, Assistant City Manager 
M. Elizabeth (Liz) Cedillo-Pereira, Assistant City Manager  
Dr. Robert Perez, Assistant City Manager  
Carl Simpson, Assistant City Manager 
Jack Ireland, Chief Financial Officer 
Genesis D. Gavino, Chief of Staff to the City Manager 
Directors and Assistant Directors 
Clifford Sparks, State Legislative Director 

 

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB149
http://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB814
http://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB814
http://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2127
http://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2127
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB1860
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=SB1860
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB4930
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB4930
mailto:Clifford.Sparks@dallas.gov
mailto:Clifford.Sparks@dallas.gov
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As requested, this memorandum outlines the recommendation of the Environmental 
Health Committee regarding a policy on restricting vaping in public spaces in the City of 
Dallas. After evaluation of numerous medical studies and peer-reviewed articles, the 
Committee agrees that there is a correlation between vaping aerosol exposure and 
negative health effects for vulnerable populations. It is worth mentioning that many 
municipalities, including most major cities in Texas, have established ordinances that 
prohibit vaping in areas where smoking is prohibited, with some exceptions for bars and 
restaurants. 
 
Health issues associated with vaping aerosol exposure include asthma exacerbations, 
lung injury, and poor fetal growth. The City of Dallas currently restricts, prohibits vaping 
on City of Dallas property to enhance the health of employees and visiting residents.  
 
E-cigarette aerosol exposure leads to increased blood pressure and heart rate, like 
traditional cigarettes.  It also causes increased airway inflammation and reactivity, similar 
to changes seen in asthma. (1) Studies have shown that indoor vaping leads to 
secondhand and thirdhand exposures that can lead to deposits or absorption of chemicals 
on baby’s clothing. (2) Volatile organic compounds and ultrafine particles including 
flavorings, nicotine, and gas compounds have been found in e-cigarette aerosols. (3) 
These aerosols have been proven to impair indoor air quality. Non-cigarette users who 
are exposed to e-cigarette aerosols absorb emissions from e-cigarettes.  
 
Studies have found that while e-cigarette aerosols can contain harmful chemicals, such 
as formaldehyde and acetaldehyde, the study also found that non-nicotine e-cigarette 
aerosols can contain similar levels of harmful chemicals as nicotine-containing e-cigarette 
aerosols. 
 
Additionally, there have been numerous incidents of mislabeling where nicotine-
containing products are falsely labelled as nicotine-free, which poses a risk to public 
health. A study published in the journal, Tobacco Induced Diseases in 2014 found that 5 
out of 23 e-liquids labelled as nicotine-free contained nicotine. This mislabeling can lead 
to unintentional exposure to nicotine, particularly among non-smokers and children, which 
can have adverse health effects.  
 
Therefore, the committee recommends that the Environmental Commission support 
restricting vaping in public spaces in the City of Dallas which would apply to all vaping 
products, nicotine and non-nicotine.  
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Candace Thompson 
Chair, Environmental Health Committee 
City of Dallas Environmental Commission, District 4 
 
 

c: Honorable Members of the Environmental Health Committee 
Carlos Evans, Director, Office of Environmental Quality & 
Sustainability 
Susan Alvarez, Assistant Director, Office of Environmental Quality 
& Sustainability 
Erin Diehl, Board Coordinator, Office of Environmental Quality & 
Sustainability 
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The Technical Panel of the Environmental Commission has two vacancies; one for the 
Ecosystems position and one for the Zero Waste position. According to the Environmental 
Commission’s ordinance, “Following the initial appointments, future technical resource 
panel members may be nominated by the city manager, as recommended by the Office 
of Environmental Quality & Sustainability, through consultation with the Environmental 
Commission, for approval by the full council.”  
 
Therefore, the Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability (OEQS), in collaboration 
with the Commission Chair, published an application form for these two positions. The 
form was open for three weeks and after review of applications, OEQS recommends the 
top candidate(s) for each position, to be presented to the Environmental Commission via 
this memo, then selected by the Chair. The Chair’s selection will be recommended to the 
City Manager’s office, then presented to the full City Council for approval.  
 
Please find OEQS’s top two recommended candidates for the Ecosystems position and 
top recommended candidate for the Zero Waste position below. 
 
Ecosystems 
 
Kathy Jack, Ph.D. 
Texas Climate Program Director, The Nature Conservancy 
 
University of North Texas, Ph.D., Environmental Science 
Humboldt State University, MS, Environmental Resources Engineering, International 
Development Technologies 
Cornell University, BA, Environmental Systems & Society  
 
Dr. Jack has over 20 years of experience working at the intersection of environmental 
science, conservation, sustainable development, and community health and resilience. 
Her technical expertise lies in nature-based strategies for community resilience, social 
dimensions of conservation and innovation, and renewable energy.  
 
Prior to her current position, Dr. Jack served as the Dallas Healthy Cities Program 
Director, were she collaborated with local partners to advance equitable solutions for the 
community and the environment. 
 

https://www.dallasclimateaction.com/_files/ugd/349b65_1655a0c4d014422aa6c22fd328e61bfa.pdf
https://www.dallasclimateaction.com/_files/ugd/349b65_1655a0c4d014422aa6c22fd328e61bfa.pdf
https://www.dallasclimateaction.com/_files/ugd/349b65_1655a0c4d014422aa6c22fd328e61bfa.pdf
https://www.dallasclimateaction.com/_files/ugd/349b65_1655a0c4d014422aa6c22fd328e61bfa.pdf
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David G. Rubin 
WELL AP | LEED Green Associate 
Green Globes Professional (GGP) 
SmartScore AP | WiredScore AP 
GBAC Trained AdvisorTM 
ActiveScore AP 
 
University of Texas at Dallas, MBA, Executive Program 
University of Texas at Austin, BA, Geography, Minor, Geology, Concentration in 
Environmental Resource Management 
 
Mr. Rubin has over 18 years of experience as a leader in the design and deployment of 
LED lighting projects across the United States. Projects have involved circadian lighting 
to improve sleep/wake cycles of not only those in the built environment, but also reduced 
light trespass in outdoor environments.   
 
As a WELL AP, LEED AP, Fitwel Ambassador, and holder of other sustainability and well 
building design accreditations, Mr. Rubin is versed on the impact of poorly managed 
ecosystems and their impact on community.  Mr. Rubin also works on climate resilience 
matters associated with water usage and impact as well as the preservation of trees 
through relocation programs. 
 
Zero Waste 
 
Meghna Tare 
Chief Sustainability Officer, Office of Sustainability, The University of Texas at Arlington 
 
Presidio Graduate School, MBA, Sustainable Management 
San Jose State University, MS, Environmental Studies 
University of San Francisco, MS, Chemistry 
 
Ms. Tare works collaboratively to foster partnerships among academic, research, and 
operational departments at UT Arlington. She seeks opportunities to promote 
sustainability in several areas such as energy efficiency, resource conservation, waste 
management, transportation, education, outreach, community engagement, supporting 
and encouraging student initiatives, and implementing an interdisciplinary and 
sustainability-focused curriculum. 
 
She has spearheaded launching a Regional Center of Expertise for Education in 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in North Texas and serves and represents UTA 
on several Advisory Boards including the National Academy of Science Board on Higher 
Education and Workforce Development—Policy and Global Affairs, Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE), and on the Board of 
Directors for International Council for Local Environmental Initiative (ICLEI USA). 
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Contact 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Carlos Evans at 
carlos.evans@dallas.gov or 469-617-1925. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carlos Evans 
Director, Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability 
 

c: T.C. Broadnax , City  Manager 
Tammy  Palomino, Interim City  Attorney   
Mark Sw ann, City  Auditor 
Bilierae Johnson, City  Secretary  
Preston Robinson, Administrativ e Judge 
Kimberly  Bizor Tolbert, Deputy  City  Manager 
Jon Fortune, Deputy  City  Manager 
 

Majed A. Al-Ghafry , Assistant City  Manager 
M. Elizabeth (Liz) Cedillo-Pereira, Assistant City  Manager  
Dr. Robert Perez, Assistant City  Manager  
Carl Simpson, Assistant City  Manager 
Jack Ireland, Chief Financial Officer 
Genesis D. Gav ino, Chief of Staff to the City  Manager 
Directors and Assistant Directors 
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This memorandum provides an update to the Dallas Environmental Commission to follow-
up on the feedback required concerning Net Zero Carbon Construction Policy made to 
the Dallas Environment and Sustainability City Council Committee (ENVS) on May 1, 
2023 (attached). 
 
The Comprehensive Environmental and Climate Action Plan (CECAP) includes a global 
target towards achieving 100 percent net zero energy new construction by 2030. To stay 
on course to meet this target, ENVS Chair Blackmon requested staff to provide the City’s 
Bond Program Planning Committees with performance based technical specifications for 
inclusion into the 2024 Capital Bond Program. Staff worked with the Environmental 
Commission – Strategic Partnerships & Innovation Committee, to convene panels of 
National and International experts in sustainable design and construction to provide an 
overview of best practices to support this effort, and to provide specific recommendations 
for use on the 2024 Capital Bond Program.  The recommendations herein, stem from this 
important effort by the Environmental Commission – Strategic Partnerships & Innovation 
Committee. 
 
Meetings were held with these experts and City Department leadership on March 3, 2023, 
for Buildings, and on March 10, 2023 related to Parks and Infrastructure. Direction was 
given to provide the City with recommendations that were easy to explain, achievable 
and aspirational.  The five requirements from this effort are: 
 
1. Achieve certification at the designated level for the appropriate project type as 

outlined below. These programs were developed to assess, measure and track 
progress, as well as to guide project teams to more sustainable design and social 
impact of ‘quality of life,’ including collaboration and long-term economic impact and 
resilience. 
• For Buildings, implement Technical Specification language for buildings to 

require Gold certification at the current version of LEED™ for the appropriate 
type of building.  Dallas has also already set additional minimum performance 
criteria (directed use) for water (WE c3.1, 30% reduction) and energy efficiency 
(EA c1 3 points, 16% reduction). This precedent was established in the 2012 bond 
and was again implemented in the 2017 Bond Program. LEED version 4.1 is 
currently in use, with a pending update to be adopted soon. A draft of v.5 is planned 
for public comment in September 2023. 
LEED (even at the Platinum level) sets forth overall performance expectations to 
be met however, the process is not prescriptive and does not require any specific 
technologies, products or building systems. Ultimately, it is up to the full team 

https://cityofdallas.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6189962&GUID=974DD29D-4F9D-4CA0-B78A-91BA88BBD656&Options=&Search=
https://www.usgbc.org/leed
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(design, builder, owner and operator) to propose, coordinate and deliver a holistic 
design solution to meet the target outcomes. We suggest collaborating with 
Building Services or other facility personnel around selected design choices, 
particularly considering resulting operations and maintenance aspects.  

• For Infrastructure, implement Technical Specification language to certify 
performance under the Envision rating system(s) and achieve specific site-
related credits. Use of these systems can help teams focus on CECAP goals and 
guide goals on future projects. The Envision program was developed by the 
Consulting Engineers Council, American Public Works Association and the 
America Society of Civil Engineers to apply to public works projects to construct 
more sustainable infrastructure, as LEED does for habitable buildings.  

• For Parks, Implement SITES certification for project sites with or without 
buildings. SITES is a framework for designing, developing and managing/ 
maintaining sustainable and resilience landscapes and outdoor spaces, in support 
of nature positive design. It is complementary and synergistic w/ City’s LEED Gold 
requirement (LEED projects have the ability to earn up to 65 points in SITES using 
their LEED credits).  This framework generally integrates a diverse project design 
team to help create regenerative systems to foster resilience (e.g., flood control, 
urban heat island, community space), and protecting and ensuring access to future 
resources while mitigating climate change (clean air/ water, open space, etc) and 
enhancing human well-being and strengthening community. 

2. Implement Technical Specification language that results in a significant reduction in 
Energy Use Intensity for the specific building topology, based on National EPA 
Energy Star or comparable national Benchmarking. Specify top 20% energy star 
rating for all appliances and equipment. This is aligned with industry best practice 
and the CECAP goal.   

3. Register the project with DOE’s Green Button, a free tool that supports 
benchmarking and transparency; performance data is a powerful tool. 

4. Specify that Environmental Product Declaration (EPD) submittals be provided 
at the time of bid to signal the importance of embodied carbon and enable informed 
decision making, for the largest embodied carbon materials: concrete, asphalt, 
glass and steel. This is generally consistent with the City’s Sustainable Procurement 
Policy.  

5. Each project team will also select one or more of the following “stretch goals” as a 
minimum performance requirement: 

 
FOR NEW AND EXISTING BUILDING CONSTRUCTION  
• Consider pilot project opportunities for LEED Zero Carbon. 
• Consider the use of LEED Building Operations and Maintenance (O+M) for 

major building upgrades. 
• Implement Architecture 2030 framework for promoting advanced efficiency and 

electrification, using zero-code.org/resources, or similar resources;  
• Meet an established efficiency threshold (Energy Star score or EUI threshold 

through a building performance standard). Continue to meet reduced electrical 
demand with 100% renewable energy (IECC appendix CC)- (Dallas purchases 
100% renewable wind-based energy).  

https://sustainable-infrastructure-tools.org/tools/envision-rating-system/
https://sustainableinfrastructure.org/envision/overview-of-envision/
https://www.sustainablesites.org/
https://www.energy.gov/data/green-button
https://www.usgbc.org/programs/leed-zero#%3A%7E%3Atext%3DLEED%20Zero%20Carbon%20recognizes%20net%2Ca%20period%20of%2012%20months
https://www.usgbc.org/leed/rating-systems/existing-buildings
https://zero-code.org/resources/
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• Design smart, efficient buildings with distributed renewable energy that are 
integrated in the grid and that can play a critical role in electricity generation, peak 
load management and energy storage.  

• Consider piloting International Living Future Institute (ILFI) design principles 
that focus on: regenerative buildings, building materials/ products, and just and 
socially run organizations with onsite energy, water treatment, healthy and 
transparent material selection and zero waste. 

 
FOR SITES, INFRASTRUCTURE AND PARK PROJECTS 
• Certify performance through Envision or Sites at the higher Gold or Platinum level.  
• Rethink surfaces using the Smart Surfaces Tool.  Limit hard, impervious dark 

surfaces additions/ replacements; instead, specify more reflective surfaces that are 
porous to reduce heat island effect and flooding.  Combining green or blue roofs 
and rooftop photovoltaics improves the PV efficiency because of the lower ambient 
temperature. Provide economic analysis to demonstrate added value. 

• If you must construct parking, make the structure more sustainable and higher 
performing by incorporating the principles of Parksmart. Both Love Field and 
Parkland hospital currently have Parksmart certified structures.  This program 
advocates for carbon emission reductions by specifying regional materials, integrated 
buildings systems, commissioning, etc. Recycling, sustainable purchasing, proactive 
maintenance, and ongoing energy consumption reductions also reduce GHG 
emissions. The program also incentivizes alternative fuel vehicles and discourages 
unnecessary idling. The work that the City’s Planning + Urban Design group is doing 
to implement greening factors as a part of Parking Ordinance reform is generally 
consistent with these principles.  

• Implement the Climate Positive Design challenge to document as-designed 
performance with tools such as Pathfinder tool for landscape design and related 
targets in performance specifications.  

 
Following the May 1, 2023 ENVS Committee meeting, staff were following up on several 
City Council questions around related sustainable design criteria and found that the 
sustainable design parameters related to permeable paving, and green infrastructure, had 
not been included into the final Council-adopted design criteria. Thus, adoption of these 
design criteria may require updates to the City’s related codes and design criteria.   The 
Planning + Urban design department is currently working on these criteria as a part of 
their efforts to update parking criteria.  It may be possible to develop and adopt these 
updates through PUD process.  With the timing of the Commission meetings relative to 
the ENVS Agenda, we are requesting appropriate input from the Environmental 
Commission towards this important initiative.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://living-future.org/lbc/
https://smartsurfacescoalition.org/tools
https://parksmart.gbci.org/certification
https://climatepositivedesign.com/resources/design-toolkit/
https://climatepositivedesign.com/pathfinder/
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We look forward to our continued work with Environmental Commission during 
implementation.  Should you have questions, or need additional information, please call 
Ms. Susan Alvarez at (214) 671-9505. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carlos Evans 
Director, Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability 
 

c: T.C. Broadnax , City  Manager 
Tammy  Palomino, Interim City  Attorney   
Mark Sw ann, City  Auditor 
Bilierae Johnson, City  Secretary  
Preston Robinson, Administrativ e Judge 
Kimberly  Bizor Tolbert, Deputy  City  Manager 
Jon Fortune, Deputy  City  Manager 
 

Majed A. Al-Ghafry , Assistant City  Manager 
M. Elizabeth (Liz) Cedillo-Pereira, Assistant City  Manager  
Dr. Robert Perez, Assistant City  Manager  
Carl Simpson, Assistant City  Manager 
Jack Ireland, Chief Financial Officer 
Genesis D. Gav ino, Chief of Staff to the City  Manager 
Directors and Assistant Directors 
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